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Nelson Hospital, and is a membe? of the Ma- . 

for some.years made the Institute for Trained 
Nurses, Auc41and, her headquarters. She asks 
us to say, however, that  she has,never been 
Matron of the Institute. For Some years it lyas 
ably conducted by Miss Cottman, and is now 
managed by Miss Wyatt, a Registered Nurse, 
who ~ was for a time Matron of the first St. 
Helen’s (Maternity) Hospital in New Zealand; , nected with the hosnital, and 
now similar hospitals are. established in all the 

. ct)e IboepitaI a o r l b ,  
trons’ Council df Great Britain and Ireland, has --- 

LONDON LOCK HOSPITAL. AND RESCUE HOME 
The London Locli Hospltal and Rescue Home 

for Women in the Harrow Road is unique in its 
organisation in this or ally other coulltry for it 
combines, as should always be combined, the 
locli hospital work with that of a rescue h0111e. 
The latter, though separately organised? is con- 

a cousldernblc 

centres. 
The Auckland Branch greatly enjoyed an 

“ At Home ” given to the members of the. 
Association at Goveimment House by Her Es- 
cellency Lady Plunket. His Excellency the 
Governor, with Lady Plunket and members of 
the Viceregal party, made the guests 
thoroughly at  home, and all agreed that they 
had had a delightful afternoon. 

Their Excellencies also attended the Nurses’ 
Ball with their suite, when they passed through 
a guard of honour of 140 nurses e0 their seats 
on the dais. The Governor remarked that the 
guard was the finest he had ever been received 

One of the most extensive developments of 
nursing under the public services is shown in 
the State of Pennsylvania. There the State 
Board of Health has on its pay rolls as ser- 
vants of the State a larger staff of nurses, per- 
haps, than any other similar body. Two 
hundred nurses are stationed tllroughout the 
whole State in the county dispensaries estab- 
lished to carry on the anti-tuberculosis propa- 
ganda. They are directel by a chief nurse, 
Miss Alice M. O’Halloran, of Blockley Hos- 
pital, in Philadelphia, who has her office in 
the capital buildings at  Harrisburg with the 
Health Department. Miss O’Halloran was 
much disappointed a t  being unable tu come to 
London, and hopes to come to Cologne, 
to tell about her work. Her nurses, besides 
being busied with. the anti-tuberculosis \York, 
are also despatched to  rural parts of the State, 
according as need may arise, to  deal with 
other infectious diseases that may threaten to 
spread-scarlet fever, typhoid, or diphtheria. 
Further than these, the State Health Depart- 
ment has now a large staff in the State 
Sanitoria for Tuberculosis, which are developed 
on the public lands. One of these, at Monk 
Alto, now has some 500 odd patients, mostly 
in the early stages, in residence, and forms D 
village colony under medical discipline aud 
nursing care. 

The Department of Health of New York City 
has added 135 Tuberculosis Nurses to its Ktaff. 

by- 

* 

propoition of the gibs are passccl into it, arid 
are there trained to fit them for a useful place 
in life. It is satisfactory to  learn that a large 
proportion of these-about 75 per cent.-do 
well when they at  lengtn leave tile care of the 
institution. Now the disease of syphilis is 
better understood, it is becoming usual to keep 
the patients in hospital for a longer period, 11 
months being quite a usual time. If they enter 
the Rescue Home, they stay there for another 
16 months, or they may be returned to other 
Homes,,or,resfmed to their friends. 

The question of return to other Homes before 
a cure is effected-for it is now generally con- 
sidered that this is not completecl under three 
years-is a matter which calls for considera- 
tion. So far in Rescue Homes the work has 
been organised almost esclusively from the 
moral and religious standpoints, and the co- 
operation of trained nurses has not to any es- 
tent been sought, nor have nurses, in any nu1n- 
bers, thought of devoting themselves to this 
work. Yet, its physical aspect is a most im- 
portant one both from the point of view of the 
health of the community, and of the girls theni- 
selves, and undoubtedly a much larger number 
of hospitals is needed for the treatment of 
venereal diseases, with Homes attached, t o  
which when the acute stage is ovel; the girls can 
be drafted, ancl where they can be kept under 
observation, and their health supervisecl by 
medical practitioners ancl nurses. The duty of 
participating in this work is one tvhich has re- 
cently been prominently brought before nurses, 
and though it may not be attractive, and de- 
mands special gifts, i t  is impossible to believe 
that the nursing profession as a whole will re- 
gard their responsibilities less seriously than the 
rescue workers, to whom all honour is due, but 
whose zeal is not always according to know- 
ledge, otherwise it would be impossible for US 
to hew of such tragedies as that of a healthy 
girl entering a Rescue Home, contracting the 
terrible disease of syphilis from being put t o  
deep in an infected bed. The London Lock 
Hospital for Women contains 14.0 beds, and is 
practically the only one for the whole of Lon- 
don, cases beina sent on t o  it bv other hosnitals 
nnd‘infirmariesr This gives &e pause, foc it is 
estimRted there are no less than 80,000 “ fnllen 



women ” in the Metropolis, many of whom are 
infected with disease, and a source of infection 
to  others. Think what a canker there is in our 
midst, uncontrolled and undealt with, a menace 
to the health of the community a t  large, and 
then consider whether a s  nurses we should not 
rise to our responsibilities and use our influence 
and special knowledge in dealing with this 
disease. How is this to be achieved? Horn are 
we to find out where the plague spots are? I n  
the first place syphilis should be placed on the 
list of notifiable diseases, a course which no 
doubt would have been taken long since hac1 
such notification applied only to women, but 
which would be strenuously opposed as applied 
to  both sexes. Have you ever thought that 
when the womap taken in adultery was “ taken 
in the act ” her partner in sin must have been 
siinilarly discovered~ Yet it was the woman 
only who was arraigned before the Divine &la:+ 
ter, for His judgment and censure, by  pharisai- 
cal members of the other sex. Bu t  swiftly and 
surely the weak place in their armour of self- 
righteousness was probed by the just Judge, 
always more severe on sins of character than on 
those of infirmity. You men, who are so self- 
righteous, which of you is clean from similar 
offences? H e  asked. They had no answer to 
make and went silently out. 

Had the man who was a sinner, as  well as 
the woman, been arraigned a t  that bar, what 
answer would he have made? Would he, like 
his first forefather, have said, ‘ I  The woman be- 
guilecl me,” or woulcl he have been inspired 
by some remnant of manhood to say. “ &!ea 
culpa ” ? We do not know. We only know he 
did not staqd by her, and as it was then, so 
it is now. The woman is “ fallen.” The man 
is receivecl into society, honoured, and f6ted. 
If he be rich he is sought as a desirable hus- 
band for some, young girl, who all unknowingly 
may contract a marriage, which for the re- 
mainder of her life may bring ill health and un- 
happiness to herself, and disease and suffering 
to the children of the union. ‘ I  War on disease, 
Prevention of disease,” this should be the bat- * 

tle cry of nurses, and especially war to the knife 
on the venereal diseases. This is the aspect 
frolh which they should approach the question. 
In caring for other patients, they do not cen- 
sure or condemn previous ill-doibg. Neither 
should they here. It is sufficient that  those 
mrounded in the battle of life need their profes- 
sional care, and that, under wholesome in- 
flfluence, while in hospital, or elsewhere, they 
may be inspired to live clean lives for the 
future-for good as well as evil is infectious, 
and the influence of a high-minded nurse is far- 
reaching in its results. 

Many are the problems which present them- 

selves for solution in the management 
of a hospital of this kind. The difficulty of 
controlling the patients, and keeping discipline 
in a ward full of undisciplined girls-for the 
majority of patients ace girls under twenty-five 
-with wild animal spirits is Considerable. For 
instance, a passing grinding organ will set all 
those who are up dancing. Then there is the 
question of letters. The authorities have been 
much criticised for insisting on the right to 
supervise all letters received, but the fact re- 
mains that it is found necessary, for a letter 
from ail nndesirable acquaintance may determine 
a gip1 to  leave the hospital when she is still un- 
curecl and in a condition clangerous not only to 
herself but the, conimuaity. 

Then classification. No hard and fast rule 
of classification can be adopted. As far as pos- 
sible the younger girls are kept away from the 
influence of older women likely to  do them 
harm, but sometimes it happens that a girl 
young in years is old in a knowledge of evil and 
herself a corrupting influence. 

It is sad to hear.that the age at  which pa- 
tients are admitted tends to become lower, 
nncl even girls of 13, now apply for treatment. 
In addition to  these, married women, infected 
through no fault of their own, are received. 
Saddest of all is the children’s ward. When 
the new Nurses’ Home, now being built, is 
complete, it is hoped that additional space will 
be available for these innocent victims of paren- 
tal sin. 

Each floor in the hospital is in charge of a 
Sister, with nurses working under her in the 
different wards; they work in gloves, a very 
necessary precaution when the dangerous char- 
acter of the diseases which they nurse is re- 
membered. On each floor is a small operating 
room, ‘for nearly all the cases admitted are of 
a surgical nature, but, of course, all are septic 
on admission. The esamination of the blood 
now forms an important part of the work of the 
medical staff, and progress is judged by the 
results obtained. The Chairman of the Board 
of 3lanagement is Lord Rinnaird, and one of 
the wards; that which is a sort of half-way 
home between the Hospital and the Home, is 
called the Kinnaird Ward. Probationers are 
admitted for two years’ training, the age con- 
sidered desirable being from 22 to 28. They 
are then passed on to other hospitals for general 
training. M. B. 

The cuyrent issue of Tlic Ertglisltwoman 
contains an article by Bliss I;. L. Dock, which 
will be read with widespread interest, on I‘  The 
Changing Status of Nursing in Prance.” Our 
readers will not need to be informed that  it is 
a masterly review of the Situ‘stion. 



12 [Jan. 1, 1910 

8 flDatron’s IboItbap. 
A TRIP T O  PORTUGAL. 

BY’ MISS A. CARSON RAE. 
Seeing the photograph of the General Hos- 

pital a t  Oporto, reminded me of a very delight- 
ful ti-ip I took to Portugal about two years ago. 
It being nceessary to take an early holiday, I 
started a t  the end of April with three com- 
panions for Mont Estoril, the Riviera of Portu- 
gal, and which is under an hour’s journey from 
Lisbon.. 

We left Liverpool one fine evening on board 
one of the Booth liners, which is a mail boat, 
to Brazil. On the way out we called a t  Havre, 
and from there on past the Channel Islands, 
skirting along the North-west coast of France, 
then across the Bay of Biscay till we arrived 
in the lovely natural harbour of V i g ~ ,  which 
could hold two or three fleets and has several 
esits. We spent the evening there, starting 
again in the middle of the night for Leisoes, 
which is at  the mouth of the river Douro. 
Oporto is about twenty minutes’ tram ride 
from there. The steamer it up to time waits 
two days a t  Leivoes, so we had plenty of 011- 
portunity to explore this quaint place. There 
is the wonderful Dom Luis Bridge (which was 
designed by Eiffel, of Eiffel Tower fame), from 
which a magnificent view up  and clown the 
river can be obtained. Besides, it is histori- 
cally interesting, as it was built where a great 
struggle took place during the Peninsular War, 
when the Duke of Wellington drove General 
Soult across the river and out of Oporto. The 
house is still shown where the *ran Duke and 
his staff ate the dinner prepared for the French 
General, but which he had to 1ea.c.e behind 
him I There are several builuings and churches 
worth seeing, The Santa casa, where the 
fainous picture “ Fons Vite ” is, shoulcl he 
visited. There is a lovely piece of wood carv- 
ing in one of its.rooms which is supposed to 
date from Charles X.’s time. The Botanic 
Gardens are very fine, and the panoramic viey 
one obtains from them is well worth the jour- 
ney up. But there is an excellent service of 
trams up to  the gardens. In the Rua das 
Flores the shops display some lovely filigree 
work, but it is well to have some one who c ~ i i  
“ bargain ” before. buying ! The Wine Lodges 
are also famous, but I think autumn would be 
a better time to see them. What struck 11s 
most was the utter laziness of the men. The 
women and.beautifu1 teams of oxen seem to 
clo a11 the work. Women work everywhere, in 
the quarries, helping to unload the boats, carry- 
ing great basket loads bf coal on their heads, 
ancl walking up the narrow planks which 
stretch from boat to shore, just as if they were 

. 

’ 

’ 

on a level road. They poise everything ou 
their heads from large jugs full of water’ to 
crates of fish and babies, generally one half of 
the’ crate is devoted to fish the other to the 
baby! W e  enjoyed our two days there, but 
were quite pleased to start u t  sis p .m for 
Lisbon, which is ouly fifteen ,110wb sail. No 
one . shoulcl miss gettiiig up early for the 
sail up tht! river T L ~ U S .  Tlic white buildings 
with t h i r  recl roofs, t[lie tropicttl g:irdtr~is, the 
mountains ill the clisttiuca, the l ~ l w ,  blue sky 
allcl n-nter, all l d i e  a 1ilost iliil~rcssive entralice 
to the city. One call olilp sit tin11 lvc>k and 
tlriuk in the clear morning air. 

Seen from the river Lisbon ‘loc )lis :L Lright 
clean city, 6he buildings going up a i d  up %ill 
they reach the Royal Palace’ right on the top. 
Thew is R splendirl service of electric. trams, 
n-hicli is iiecessary, as the streets :ire a11 pre- 
cipitous. 

TTTe lanrled from the wliarf 011 tn the 2’rt~;~t do 
Comiilercio, and n.allrecl straight iicross to 
 hew the latv King C‘arIus t i n t 1  the Crown 
Prince ~ w r e  :issassiiiatrd. Tlirrt- i i :I vovererl 
jootwny built like the liutl ; L t b  1:iuiii in Paris, 
~1x1 oiie caii well imagine how tlir :iss:issins 
cniiltl I iv l r  iwhiiicl  the archrs, Imctic.:rlly out 
of sight. There are many plucrs o f  iritrrrst iii 
this little city, several churches, t h e  Tmvrr of 
Releiii, tlir Bid1 liiiix, the l’nlticv c t t  the  Xjutlii 
ancl hqnecluct, and tlw illadiets. The PtretBts 
are bright with gailg tlrrxsed niitiws, 6he goy- 
geous coloured kerchiefs which the wornt’ii 
wear 011 their heads, make quite an Eastern 
s~eiie.  A very enjoyable tramway ride can be 
Mien  at  iiight rouncl the pity. A4s it was very 
hot we pushed on to Nont Estoitl. vhich is a 
lovely seaside place. The Eotr l  d’IItnlie, whrre 
we put up, was most coinfortahle, iiurl R lovely 
view of the sea was to be had fpmi the front 
windows. I wisli I coiilil give an nrlrqii:~te idea 
of thta benuty of the  place ns we s;iw it on tliat 
3Iay nioriiiiig. Our walli c1on.ir to the beach 
w i s  betmwu rows of gardens rich with every 
kincl of flower in full bloom. The WHIIS, divitl. 
ing thein frdin the road, were so well covered 
on? could hardly see them. Ivy geraniums, 
like IiedgeR, heliotrope, mimosa, etc., etc., we 
hac1 only to stretch out oiir hands and gather 
bramhes. The air wa8 henvy with the scent 
of them all.’ I;oolring frniii the shore, the view 
WRS very fine. The houses were nll biiilt right 
on the Cliff, and were gleaming red, white, and 
blue, all different coloured tiles and architee- 
ture, and seeming to vie with each other in the 
beanty and lnxuriance of %heir flowers and 
palm trees. Ashaze of heat lay over the Rea, 
which looked quite cdrq in the distance, but 
broke in great heavy rollem on the sand. 

I n  the  garden of our hotel wr h a t  under an 
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awning made in the following way. Huge palm 
trees with a network of wire from trunk to 
trunk oveB which was trained honeysuckle then 
in full bloom, sweet pea, and long trailers of the 
delicate vine leaves, while the walls of‘ the gar- , 
den were covered‘from end to end with roses 
vaqing in colour from white to deep yellow 
and pale pink to dark crimson. About two 
minutes walk at  the back of the hotel were 
woods of pine trees, and in the morning after a 
night‘s rain the scent of them vas delicious. 

Many nice trips could be taken, notably one 
to Cintra.. The’ pleasantest way is to drive 
from Estoril, and on the way stop to see over 
the Penha Palace, where King Carlos had been 
staying just before his last journey to Lisbon, 
and also the Moorish Palace, to which there 
is, a long climb up, but one is 
repaid for it. I n  Cintra, at Law- 
rence’s Hotel, we were shown the room 
where Byron is said to have written part of 
his “ Childe Harold,” and there is still some 
of the same furniture in the room. There is 
also the Royal Palace, where Queen Maria Pia 
lives, which has most interesting rooms in it. 
After lunch we drove on to Montserrqte, the 
property of Sir Frederick Cook, an English- 
man. It would need an abler pen than mine 
to describe this most beautiful spot. There 
were walks of camelia trees in full bloom, palms 
and cacti of every description, mimosa and 
yellow broom growing side by side, and roses 

, of every colour climbing rampant over all. In- 
deed, every flower and creeper Irom the hum- 
blest little wild flower to the rarest exotic had 
its representative. The view, too, from differ- 
ent points was like an ever changing panorama. 
If there be such a place as an earthly para- 
dise, I should say it was there. After wander- 
ing about for two hours we had to tear our- 
selves away. After tea at Cintra we drove 
back to Mont Estoiil by a different road, ar- 
riving in time for dinner. 

It was rarely we had to consider the weather, 
as when it did rain, it was obliging enough to 
do so during the night, and in Estoril there is 
usually a nice cool breeze. The Portuguese 
were a pleasalit people, the educated ones were 
good linguists, they all spoke French, and 
many had a fair knowledge of English. It is 
not necessary to speak their language, as both 
French and Engligh are spoken at nearly all 
the hotels. In any case, even if one learned 
Portuguese out of a book, the pronunciation is 
so difficult that it woulcl take some time to 
learn to “ talk ” it. The prisons are a great 
blot on the cou5try, every here and there one 
saw these grim buildings, and their terribly 
depraved loolring inmafies, with their faces 
pressed against the open bare, shouting down 

to passers-by. It was a gruesome and in- 
finitely sad sight. 

Altogether w8 spent about twelve days at  
Mont Estoril, and on May 20th had reluctantly 
to turn our faces homewards, but we felt we 
returned richer in health and’ experience 
and with a host of pleasant memories. The 
whole trip was so well organised and arranged 
that I can say we had the maximum of plea- 
sure, with the minimum of trouble. 

‘Reflecttone. 
FROM A BOARD ROOM MIBROB. 

In view of the General Election, the National 
37d form Amciation, of 178, St. Stephen’s 
H O U S f 3 3  estminster, KW., has addressed to Par- 
liamentary candidates a series of questions“ dealing 
with such subjects as the feeding of the Army and 
Navy, the inmates of prisons, workhouses, etc., 
under-fed scholars, the milk supply, $he teachilig of 
oookeiy, etc., in sohools, patent medicines, the pub- 
lication by the Governmelit of informhion as to the 
nutritive Value of foodstuffs, and the trwtiuent of 
i n e b i i a k  Copiec may be obtained by sending a 
s tamped-adclrd envelope to the Secretary. 

The extensions which have been made to the 
Nurses’ Eome a t  the Pork County Hospital were 
recently opened. The extensions consid of eightben 
additimal bedroom, with batli-room and lawtory 
conveniences, thus increasing the total accoinmda- 
.Lion to 38 bedrooms, sitting-room$, =veil bath- 
rooms, and lavaturiw. 

Mr. Howard Collins, the House Gvvernor of the 
General Hospital, Birmingham, has received the fol- 
lowing letter from the “.anchester district :--“Some 
yeiars ago, in fad,  so far back as 1863-3, I liadocca- 
sion to be treated as an out-patient for a-. 
Since that time ‘I have always proniieedl myself that  
if I could save up enough money to spare enoiigh to 
pay for the treatment I would do w. Herewith I 
have pleasure in handing YOU cheque for 3210, which 
I trust you will accept as a donation.” 

In connection with the de&ion of the Executive 
of the Sidlaw Sanatorium to close the institution at 
the end of January, a letter has been a d d r d  Go 
the Chairman Ss the Dundee Royal Infirmary by 
Mr. J. K. Caird, that aost generous of citizam, 
offerirl@; S l 0 , O O O  on the condition that the Saw- 
t o r i b  is handed over to the management of cne 
Royal Infirmary Board. The idea is that the 
Sanatorium Bhould be regarded as an adjunct of the 
Infirwry, and that it should be utilised principally 
for the treatment of children suffering from tuber- 
ciilar disease. 

The Nottingham Hospital Saturday Committee 
has handed over to the General Hospital ,the sum 
of 326,719, as compared with 326,617 in 1908. This 
fine hospital well deserves support. 
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LECTURES ON SURGICAL NURSING. 
A very useful series of lectures on surgical nur- 

sing, by Mr. E. Stanmore Bishop, F.R.C.S., Hon. 
Surgeon to Ancoats Hospital, nIanchester, is pnl)- 
lished by Messrs. John Wright ancl Sons, Ltd., 
Bristol, and in London by Messrs. Simpkin, Xar- 
shall, Hamilton, Kent, and Co., Ltd. The author . 
in a foreword makes a generous aclinowledgni eiit 

those times that the word ‘( liospitalisnl ’ I  w a s  
coined to espress the special clanger which all 
patie1it.s ran who entered them, whilst it mas pro- 
posed to do away wit11 surgical hospitals altoget>er, 
ancl to substitute for them tents, or small cast 1r01~ 
cchtages, capable of being occasionally talxm doW11, 
cleansed ancl reconstructed. I havs myself seai  
the green surrounding the old infirmary sito at 
3lanchester covered by wooden huts to t1cconl’lllo- 
rlate aiiil isolato surgical patients.” 

Tlie author proceeds 
t o  deal with methods 

of the assistance he . 
has had from trained 
nurses. He says : - 
“ There are many 

pleasant relationships 
in  life, the praises of 
which, have been sung 
in all ages and by 
many writers; I doubt 
if there is one much 
more delightful than 
tha t  which exists be- 
tween a surgeon who 
is keen on his work 
and desirous of obtain- 
ing the best results, 
and the nurse whom he 
implicitly.trusts, whose 
ever ready smile and 
cheerful face greet 
him on every occasion, 
and whose quiet, will- 
ing, enthusiastic help 
is never wanting to 
gecond his endeavours. 
HOW much I person- 
ally owe to the splen- 
did nurses I have met 
can never be told; to 
you, Nurses an3 Sis- 
ters, I owe a great 
part  of any success I 
may have attained, 
and the memories of 
%he anxious days, the 
strenuous days, the 
joyfully victorious days 
we have passed 
through together will 
remain with me al- 
ways. If I can pass 
on to your successors 
some of the things yon 
have taught me, I 
shall but have aclrnon- 

c o STU M ETF-KTEAYR-E--~ ST E R PREPARED - 

, Note the sterilised cap enclosing the hair, the 
sterillsed gown, gloves, and tennis sh’oee. 

- 
FOR OPERATION. 

of sterilisation, nlld 
tllell follows a lecture 
011 altruism, not often 
included i n  a book of 
this nature, but very 
necessary t o  success as 
a 11urse. “ P u t  your- 
self in his place,” 
which is the real mean- 
ing of altruism, should 
become a sub-conscious 
worlring motto, which 
will curry a nurse over 
many difficult places. 
Mr. Bishop considers 
that  asepsis, attruisni, 
and abil i ty  should. be 
the threo watchwords 
of everyone who desires 
to attaiii siiccess in 
surgical nursing:. 

The cliurniing pic- 
ture of a Theatre Sis- 
ter which forms t h e  
frontispiece to the hook 
will surely inspire all 
nurses t o  secure and 
read 8 copy. Of the 
Theatre Sister the 
author says : - L ‘  o n  
her depends mainly the 
credit of the hospital 
operative work. If she 
is competent, conscien- 
tious, and trustworthy 
she has i t  in her power 
to raise the reputation 
of the hospital to its 
highest poiut. If she 
is careless or incomp’s- 
tent, she is eqnallg able 
to wreck the most bril- 



.Jan. 1, 19101 Ube JBrttteb 3ouniaI ot ’IRuratn~. 15 

Bp M R S .  HENNY TSOHEENIN~. 
1 consider it a great privilege to be present to- 

clay as a representatire for Danisli nurses. We 
first want t o  bring our thanks to  the Committee for 
a th i t t ing  ow uiiioii to the Iiiterliatiollal CoullciI 
of Nurses. 

The Danish Council of Nurses was founded in 
1899, and shortly after we received a n  inrritatio11 
t o  join the International CouiiciI; but me tl1oTlght 
it our duty to  refuse this honour uiitil our uliioll 
t o  some extent had proved its right of existence. 
But, after fully ten years of experience, we feel 
confident tha t  our union has bee11 a useful tool in 
the  work for improving the collditiolls of the nnrs- 
ing profession, and to-day we gladly, accept yonr 
invitation. I hope tha t  the folioolvilig short report 
of our work m i l l  give you the imp’ression tliat jve 
are  not quits unworthy of joining tlie International 
Council of Nurses. The chief aim of the  Daliish 
Council of Nurses has been to impr0.t.e the training 
of nurses. 

First  of all, a three years’ course was made the 
coi:dition for being admitted as ordinary member 
-to the Council. As the training. vas  often one- 
sided, the  Council helps the nurses to supplemen- 
ta ry  courses. As other featurep of the work can be 
mentioned a bureau where iiurses can register for  
private duty; coursesein diet coolring f.or nurses ; 
monthly meetings for the  members, pprtly instruc- 
+ire, partly social; a sick club, including a fund 
. to cover funeral expenses; a home for convalescent 
or  tired nurses in  one of the prettiest parts of the 
country near Copenhagen, where, on veiy moderate 
Serms, they can spend their vacation. We also 
have our own fortnightly Journal of Nvrsing, 
which is distributed to every pieniber of the 
42ouncil. 

At the same time, steady i~ork is carried on to 
improve the social position of nnrses. Most of our 
membersagree in oonsidering a homogeneous train- 
ing, with subsequent State registration, a neces- 
sity. Sevdral applications having been made to 
the Secretary of State, and the Board of Health has 
.taken charge of the matter, which pr,obably will be 
dealt with in the  coming year: I wish tu mention 
tha t  t he  midwives several years ago have obtaincd 
registration. 

There is with the medical profession, as well as 
with t h e  public ; a general feeling of sympathy .for 
this examination, but there is another question, 
which has been met with a great deal more oppod- 
tioii, namely, the  appointment of Natrons in the 

Still, we sincere1;r hope to suc- 
ceed also 011 this point, a s  we feel convinced tha t  
a thorough and systematic training of niirses must 
necessitate the appointment of Natrons. 

The oldest hospital in Copenhagen, “ The Royal 
Frederichs Hospital,” \rill he torn clown next 
year, and be replaced by a beautiful, eiitirely 
moderii institution, called “ The State Rosl~ital,” 
with iJ-liich will be connected a training school for 
nurses. A definite plan for i ts  arrangemelit has 
not beell macle as  yet, but we cannot but hope tha t  

Coiincil of 
Nurses, London, July, ~ 9 0 0 .  

‘ iarger hospitals. 

* Presented tu th; international 

in  one may or other a matron will be put  at the  
head of the nurses. 

The Municipal Hospital ” of Copenhagen has 
made an attempt at a training school by giving its 
pupil6 some thcwretical teaching, ending with an 
examination. In  connection with the hospital has 
been built a pretty nurses’ home, which greatly 
adds t‘o tlie daily comfort of the nurses. But this 
hospital has not a iVatron, either. 

I n  the  suburb Frederilrsberg, which has its own 
municipality, has been built a large and beautiful 
hospital, where the  pupil nurses get a systematic 
practical training, under the  direction of a Ma- 
tron. But theoretical instruction is not given, and 
no examination is held. 

I have been aslsed to give some information 
about thw Daiiish momau in political life. There 
is, in our hags, ZL strong, although quiet, political 
and so‘cial interest among Danish women. It is 
not very aggressive,, but steady and energetic work 
is carried 03n t o  get to the  final aim-full woman 
siiffrage. 

The fix% stjej), tlh municipal franchise, has been 
reached, and W? co&der it a good omen for the  
future of the  nursing profession in  Denmark tha t  
the  woman candidate proposed by our union was 
elected, and is nom a member of the Town Council 
of ‘Copenhagen. Being a late nursB-now the  wife 
‘of a physician-she fully understands and values 
the interests of the  nursing profession. 
’ During %lie. last election for Parliament all t he  
canclidates were asked by Gomen as to their atti- 

.tude to3v.ards @e different women’s questions. By 
the  Daiiish Gouncil of Nurses they were questioned 
. abbnt State Registratioii for Nurses, and several 
‘of, the candidates .treated the  matter with con- 
siderable interest, 

You will understand tha t  even if Danish nurses, 
as well as Danish wmei i  upon the  whole, have not 
yet made any very great progress, we feel t h a t  
the  work done has not been in vain. And we look 
forward into the future with the  grand and beau- 
tiful optimism of those who fight for a good and 
noble cause. 

Carob. 
, -4 clnite charming collection of carols has been 
iiiade by Miss; Edith Rickert in “ Ancient Engish 
Christmas Carols, 1400-1700,” to which she hm 
written an interesting introduction. A few modern 
carol.. are added. H o w  exquisite ar0 the  fQ1lOWing 
lilies of f i r i s t ina  Rossetti : - 

Enougli for Him whom Cherubim 
\Toiship ni h t  .and day, 

A 1)reasttnl Q! milk 
And a mangerful of hay; 

lhoiigh for Hini whom angels 
Fall down before. 

The os and ass and camel 
Which adore. 

Ancels and mrchangels 
JI ay have ga the rd  there, 

Cherubim and seraphim 
Thronged the air  ; 

Biit only His moth& 
In  her maiden bliss 

Wor.5hipped .the Relovcd 
With a Ii1.55. . 

.. 
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